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SIR A 7-0 
b 0 C 68 this Diſcourſe I, at your 1 to appear in Pub- 
| * to expect your Prote#ion and Encourage- 
j 1.5 Concern for [the Fate of it, ban my Con- 
® | fore ＋ being fo e as the Importance of the 
Subject — 4 For, 4s for the Principles laid down in it, as I am 


neither afraid nor aftamed to own them my ſelf to the World, ſo | 
am aſſur d ah are ſuch as you, and every one like you, who have 
the Hone e their Re 18505 and Countrey, and the Gourage to 


ſhew it, will always approve and vingdicate. And if ever we ſhould 
be ſo happy as to ſee the Ferment, we are at preſent in, to be cool'd 
and afl, (hieb 1; the Wiſh of all 'good Men) I am perſuaded 
it muſt be by anſteddy Proſecution of theſe e Principles, For. as for 
derbar : Modexatiany nam fo, much in faſhion, of humouring Men in 
"their Follies and Vices, I. ſhou'd as ſoon believe it an exalted Virtue, 
& a tolerable Expedient for the compaſſing this ſo deſirable "End. I 


think it needleſs to give any reaſon why thi Diſcourſe comes abroad | 


ſo late; and have only to beg your kind and favourable Acceptance of 
ver, and to take it m d ſmall 1 of the mm Ae 
of Eriend/big ed Fron you bave given ese 


and Obliged 9 


3 


our TIP" Faithful Friend, N 
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: HE Apoſtle ver. i. gives usa general ExHG Tt. 
| f tion rowalk worthy of the Vecat ion wherewith 
ve are called, i e. ſo to live as hecometh Chri- 

ſtians, whom God by a peculiar Grace and Mercy, has 


Pub ordain'd to a holy anda heavenly Life, and o Wem 


2 ˙ N PR 


— he has granted Privileges and Advantages ſufficient to 
* the enable us for the Duties of it. um 26d | 
Tam To this end he commends to us the Practice of two | 
fo excellent Virtues, Charity and Unity; Charity, ase reſt 
hade in a Temper of Meeknels, Tenderneſs, and mutual For: 8 
e to bearance. This in theſe Words at the ſecond Verſe, Mab | 
ould © all. Lowlineſs and Mee kneſi, with Long-ſuff:ring, for bearing 
. one: another in Love. Unity, as ſnewn in preſerving the 


nd; þ exemplified in his own righteous Practice, and founde 
on the Example of God himſelf. Te abound in love one 
towards anot her, and towards all Men; to bear with the In- 

N. Frmities of the Weak; to for bear one anot her, and forgive ont 

another; to be patient towards all Men; to give no Offence to 


Peace and Good Order of that ſpiritual Body, the 
Church, whereof we are Members. This in thoſe Words 


at the third Verſe, Endeawouring to keep the Unity of the 


Spirit in the Bond of Peace. I ſhall conſider theſe two Vit 


tues in the order the Apoſtle recommends them. Firſt” 


* 


Charity, and then Unit. | 


Firſt Charity. And of the Necaſſity and Wotthineſs 1 
of this Practice there is no queſtion. For it is evidently - 
the Deſign of the Goſpel Inſtitution, to enforce the Ex- 


erciſe of this Virtue, in the fulleſt ſenſe and importance 
of it. To love our Enemies, is a Precept of our Saviour's 


any Man; to live peaceably with all Men; to let our Mode- 
* A 2 tation 
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(4) 
ation be known unto all Men, &c. theſe are Apoſtolical 
Precepts and Injunctions, enfotc'd upon us with the 


powerful Motiyes of God's Love and Pity to Mankind, 


as exhibited in the EOS NET of our Redemption 
by Jeſus Chriſt,” Nevertheleſs in theſe Acts of Charity, 
it: evident we ate both warranted and required to ob- 


ſerve {ſuch a meaſure of Prudence as may anſwer the 


1 — Ends of Religion, the Honour of God, and the 
elfare of Men's Scuſs. — 
Indeed“ Prudence is, as it were, of the Eſſence of 
every Virtue. Me muſt not therefore, under the plau- 
ſible Notion of Charity and Condeſcenſion, Meekneſs 
and Moderation, forbtar to tell Men of their Faults and 
Errors when the Cauſe of God and Religion requires it; 
but muſt ſo far practiſe theſe Rules as they may ſerve 
to promote theſe Ends, and no further. is 
e therefore ſee how they can anſwer it to God 
and their own Conſciences, who ſtudiouſly endeavour 
to conceal or palliate the evil Principles and wicked 
| Practices of ſome Men, which for the Honour of God 


and the Good of his Church, they ought rather to ex- 


poſe. 


tend to the ſubverſion of our happy Eſtabliſhment, both 
in Church and State, making the Prince and the Prieſt 


but the Creatures of the People ; when the good old 
Chriſtian Doctrine of Obedience to our Civil and Spi- 


ritual Governors is exploded, and new and ſofter Names 


are given to Rebellion and Schiſm; when the funda- 


mental Truths of all Religion are reſolvd into Impo-- 


ſture and Deluſion, and the Chriſtian Inſtitution it ſelf 
outragd and made the Subject of ſeſt and Raillery; ; 


when the Government and Diſcipline of our Church 


(which is the Glory of the Reformation) is boldly at- 


. rack'd with the Charge of Superſtition and Cruelty,and 


the Bonds of its Unity endeavoured to be diſſolved un- 


— ——— 
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pPrudentià Virtus nulla vacat. Cic. 


When Men advance Notions and Principles which 


It 
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3 A 1 LEY 
der the ſpecious Pretences of Natural Right and Chri- 
ſtian Liberty; How can any good Chriſtian, any true 
Lover of his Religion and Country forbear to ſhew his 
Reſentments and Abhorrence of ſuch wicked Principles 
and Practices? eee 
In ſuch Inſtances of manifeſt Wickedneſs, to expreſs 


a juſt Indignation of them, is but what we owe to the 


Honour of God and Religion, what is warranted by 


many Apoſtolical Rules, what is juſtified by our blefſtd 


Saviour's own Example, what is needful to reclaim 


Men from Error and Vice; and therefore cannot be 


deem'd inconſiſtent with thoſe excellent Precepr of 

Meekneſs, Moderation and Charity which the « -olpel 

gives us. e e 
He that can be ſilent and unactive in the Caufe'of 


God's Truth, when it is ſo boldly oppos d; he that can 


bear the Affronts and Indignities that are offer d to Re- 
ligion without ſome Riſings in his Heart at them; he 


tllat can ſce the Conſtitution of the Church, of which 


he profeſſes himſelf a Member, ſo hardly cenſur'd and 
ſo furiouſly attax d, without a hearty Endeavour to 


ſupport it; much more, he that can careſs its Enemies, 


and ſhew them particular Marks of Friendſkip, may 
paſs, perhaps, in vulgar eſteem, for a quitet and pea- 
ceable Man, a Man of Temper and Moderation; büt, 
in truth, is acted by a far different Principle, by Cow- 
ardiſe or Avarice, by Popularity or Levity, by a careleſs 
Indifference towards all Religion, or, in fine, by a ſe- 
cret good liking of thoſe Principles and Practices which, 
ye, he is aſham'd or afraid to own. ee 

The proper Expreſſions of our Chriſtian Charity 
towards Men that are fallen into dangerous Errors, eſpe- 
cially when awou'd by ſcandalous Practice, is to warn 


and admoniſh them of the Unreaſonableueſs, Sinful- 


nefs, and fatal Conſequence of continuing in them, to 
cenſure and condemn, to reproye and rebuke, and in 
caſe of Obſtinacy, to correct and chaſtiſe them for them. 
It will be ſaid, That ſuch 1 as theſe will be 

| | BESR NN it 


+ 4 


* % 
1 " bs 
4 Je Hh 
*%4 
+" 


7 
1 


» : \ 
* 1 _— 
. 5 
* 7 % > - : , % * 
— a 


(6s) 


i 


v 


PET diſguſt them? 


bound to be a 


would cure and reform, muſt expoſe a 


” ” * 


out of them. 


* 


e and Virttne. But I proceed to conſider, 
eee ee order $0 8 worthy Walk 


_ jocenſeand;cxaſperate, will but harden Men the more 


In their evil Ways z and the ſofter Methods of yielding 
and compliance (Which, in the abulive Language of 
lame Men is Meckgeſs and Moderation) will be recom- 
mended as far the more uſeful. But does the wiſe Pa- 
rent forbear to check and correct his Child for his Un-. 
* wfitulncſs and Obſtznacy, for fear of his Anger and 


— 


ll. FRefcntment? Docs che skilful Phyſician forbear to pre- 
ſerthe the ſharpeſt Medicines and bitteteſt Potions, when 
the Caſe of 1 1 require them, lor fear he ſhould 
Does the Preacher ſpare to re- 
,proye the profligate and notorious, Sinner, for fear of 
provoking him to more deſperate Courſes and harned 
Impiet ies? Were not the Prophets of the Old Teſta- 
ment io ſpeak to the rebellious Houle of Iſa:l, whether 
they would hear, or whether they would forbear ? Ezek. 2.7. 
And are not the Miniſters of the New, in caſz of any 
ſcandalous Practice, to rebuke ſharply? Tit. 1. 13. Is not 
indeed every Won of Right empower'd, and in Duty 
cenſurer and Reprover of evil Manners? 
a There is a juſt Abhorrence, due from all Men, of evil 
Principles and Practices; and ſharp Reproofs are as 
needſul to be uſed in ſome Diſtempers of the Mind, as 
ſharp Medicines are in, ſome Diſtempers of the Body. 
Ulcerous Wounds muſt be laid open and clear'd of their 
Venom and Rancour, before they can be effectually 
curd; fo there is a foulneſs and virulency in the ſinful 
Practices and evil Principles of ſome Men, that he that | 
1 ſhame them | 


mn A 4 


Moderation and Charity, Meckneſs. and Forbearance | 
are indeed not only great Duties, but ſingular. Orna- 
ments of the Chriſtian Life; but when we practiſe them 
to the prejudice of Truth and Piety „and ta the abetting 
and encouraging of Vice and Error, they loſe their 


Secondly, That other Virtue which the Apoſtle 
8 


SY 
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in our Chriſtian Vocation; and that is Init, as at v. 30 
e of dea vouring to keep r the Spirit in the Bond of... 

017. Peace. To keep the Unity of the Spirit (or by an He- 
Pa. braiſm, which the Writers of the New, Leſta ment do 
Un- frequently uſe ) r Unity in the Bond of Peace, 
and is to live in the Unity of Chriſt's Spiritual, Body be. 

re. Cbureb, by performing all the Duties and Offices which 

en belong to us, as Members of it, and by which we giye 
uld the Proof and Evidence of our being ſo. And therefore 
Nit is not only an internal Unity, a Unity of Faith and 


nore 
ding 
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re- f A 
r of Charity, but more eſpecially an external one, a Unity 

ned Hof Profeſſion and Practice that is here recommended to 
Ra. Ius. And that this is the Unity which the Apoſtle means, 
eis intimated in the reaſon with which he does enforce 


1, it, namely, becauſe we ate one Body, Ver, 4, 5. animated 
{th by one Soul or Spirit, called unto'one Hope; have one 
Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm. For as this deſcribes 
ity the State of a Chriſtian incorporated in a viſihle Society, 
vith particular Privileges. annext to it, ſo it infers an 
¶ obligation to the external and viſible Acts of Unity, ſuch 
as as joyning in the Communion of Prayers and Sacra 
2 ments, and in general, in the Performance of all thoſe 
* Duties and Offices, which, by the Laws oſ that Society, 
ir we are obliged to. oaks ig viigettou gaad 
ty And to endeavour to keep this Unity is (according 
io the literal importance of the Word which the Apoſtle \ 
4 uſes (to be careful and diligent and in good carneſt in 
the Proſecution of it. Which ſhews that the Apoſtle did 
n not think the being and continuing in the Unity of the 

Churh an arbitrary or indifferent thing, which might be 

4 kept or broken at pleaſure, according as our Humour, 
n Fancy, or Intereſt leads us; but a Natter ot Duty and 
Neceſſity, and an eſſential part of Chriſtianity. x. 

5 Therefore his Exhortations to this Duty are addreſt 
wich a peculiar warmth and earneſtneſs, and urg d and Os 
eafored with the moſt weighty Motives. Thus 1 Cor, 


al 1 
. 
„ 
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1. 50. Now I beſeech you Brethren, by the Name of the Lord 
. Fele. * thing, and that there ” 10 
1 | 4 Die 
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| Dhviſions among you, but that ye be perfectly joyyed together, 
intheſame Mind, and in the ſame 9 ps Zhi 2. 
1;2. If there be therefore any Conſolation in Chriſt, if any 
Comfort of Love, if" any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bowels 
and Mercies, fulfil ye my Joy, that ye be the minded, baving 
the [ame Love, being of one accord, and of one mind. 

Theſe and ſuch like Exhortations to Unity proceed 
upon the ſuppoſition of an eſtabliſh'd Order and Go- 
vernment in the Church, to the which all that were 

bers of it ought to yield a due Obedience. 

And there ate Evidences from Scripture ſufficient to 

ſatisfy an unprejadicd Mind, of this Eſtabliſhment. For 
as the Names and Characters which are therein given 
the Church imply Government, ſuch as are thoſe of an 
Houſe, a Family, a City, and a Kingdom, fo there are In- 
Kances of proper Officers and Miniſters, in whoſe 
Hands this Government was intruſted, together with 
many Caſes and Precedents of the actual Exerciſe of it. 
And Antiquity (the beſt Interpreter of Scripture) ſhews, 
that from the very dawning of Chriſtianity, the Church 
has been under the Charge and Super- intendency of 
ſuch Spiritual Governors and Miniſters, and that a De- 


ference and juſt Submiſſion to their Authority have 


been conſtantly paid by all good Chriſtians. 
Nor indeed is it poſſible that any Society, whether 


Civil or Sacred, ſhould ever ſubſiſt without Govern- 


ment. For This is like the Sinews or Ligaments of the 
Body; it keeps the Parts of it in Unity; and tis this 
Unity that preſei ves it in being. | 
It has indeed been a Matter of late Controverſy,what 
Form of Government was firſt eſtabliſh'd in the Church. 
But it is ſufficient to determine this Controverſy in fa- 
vour of  Epiſeopacy, only to conſider that if either the 
Pre:byterian'Party, or Congregation Independency did ever 
prevail, there were ſuch Grievances or Deſects found 


in them, upon the firſt trial, that they were immedi- 
ately aboliſt d, and Epiſcopaey eftabliſh'd in the room gt 


them. For in all the authentick Records of Antiquity, 
. 7-6 A- | N 


. 
up tothe Times of the 3 we find not the leaſt 
mention or Foot; ſteps of either of theſe Forms left. 
And if Epiſcopacy, by reaſon of the various Paſſions 
and Intereſts of Men, has nor been able to preferve an 
entire Peace and Unity in the Church; we have learn'd 
from a very fatal Experience how far Presbytery or Inde- 
{ pendency have been from removing or mending that In- 
convenience. For not to mention the fruitful Crop of 
Errors and Hereſies which have ſprung up in other 
places under thoſe Forms; this ſingle Nation (as hath 
been obſery'd by one, and he himſelf no Friend to Epiſ- 
copacy) producd more enormous Hereſies within the 
ſhort ſpace of four Years, after Biſhops were laid aſide, 
than ever were known in the univerſal Church, from 
the Foundation of it to that time. es; | 
But we are told that all theſe Claims are, ground- 
leſs and unreaſonable, that they have no foundation 
in Scripture, that they are an Inyaſion of the natural 
Res of the People, that, in fine, they are prejudi- 
cial to the Intereſts of Religion, and inconſiſtent with 
the Happineſs of human Society. Which is a bidding 
h Defiance to all the Hiſtory and Experience of the 
© World, and is ſuch a Banter upon Mankind as ſcarce 
ever was parallell'd For as it is evident from ſeveral 
” 3 Inſtances in Scripture, that the Apoſtles, and thoſe that 
" 37 were authorizd by them, and not the People, gave 
: the Commiſſion and Character to ſuch as did miniſter 
| in holy things. (Thus Paul and Barnabæ ordain'd El- 
ders in the ſeveral Churches of Lyſtra, Iconium, and An- 
tioch. Aﬀs 14. 23. And thus Tita, by Paul's Order 
and Direction, was to ordain Elders in the numerous 
Cities of Crete.) Tits 1. 5. So the Church has enjoy d 
a quiet Poſſeſſion of this Right, and conſtantly exer- 
ciſed it for now this 1700 Years together; which is a 
moderate Proof, one would think, of the legality of 
her Title. But when a Deſign is form'd for the Sub- 
verſion of ＋ 2 the beſt way to put ĩt in practiſe 
is to down with its Prieſts. But then ſuppoſi 3 
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hopeful Project ſnould take effect, and that the People 
- ſhould afferr that natural Right, it is pretended they 
have, of ordering all the Aﬀairs of the Church, and of 
chuſing and removing the Miniſters of Religion, as to 
themſelves ſhall ſeem meet, and of joining with any 
Society of "Chriſtians for the Worſhip of God, and 
withdrawing themſelves from it, when and for what 
reaſons they pleaſe, (which is the Liberty and Right 
our noble Author contends for.) Who ſees not what 
a hopeful Platform here is laid of Peace and Unity > 
Where muſt this extravagant Liberty end, but in the 
pulling down the goodly Frame of the Ch 

upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Feſus Chriſt 
bimſelf being the chief Corner-ffone, and of railing a Babel 


from the Ruins of it, of Diſorder and Contuſion, Schiſm 


and Hereſy, Profaneneſs and Atheiſm ? 
Much fuch a Principle as this, the ſetting the People 


above the Prince, once brought to the utmoſt Contu- 
ſion, the beſt civil Conſtitution in the World, made 


its Prince a Martyr and his Subjects Slaves. And tho 


it is now ptetended to be levell'd only againſt Eccleſi- 
aſtical Governors and Government, yet it ſeems to 


havea farther evil Intention of wounding the State thro 
the Sides of the Church, and of coming at the Crown 


by removing the Mitre. 2075 | 
But yet it will be ſaid in behalf of this darling No- 


tion of Liberty, Does not the Government it ſelf in- 


dulge and tolerate us in the uſe of it 2 Does it not leave 
every one free to ſerve God in his own way? And 
where is the harm of uſing this Liberty ſo graciouſly 
granted, and fo firmly eſtabliſn d to us? Now this pro- 
ceeds from the want of a right Notion of Unity, and of 
the Grounds and Reaſons from whence reſults our O- 
bligation to keep it. For our Obligation to Uni#y is of 
too ſacted and high a nature to be cancell'd or dif- 
charg'd by any or all the Powers on Earth. Tis a 
Duty founded on too ſacred a Law ever to be repeal'd, 
the Law of the Coſpel. And tho our wiſe * 
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urch, built 
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CITY 


Governors took care to guard it with civil SanCtionss 


and enacted good and wholſom Laws for the Preſer- 


vation of it; yet they are not tbeſe, but the Laws of 


Heaven antecedently to zheje, that bind us to preſerve 
this Une Men are thereſore greatly miſtaken, if they 
think to skreen and ſhelter themſelves from the Impu- 
tation of Schi/m, under the ſhadow- and colour of any 


Jegas Indulgence, For granting that all the good Laws 
w 


hich provide for the Peace and Unity of the Church 
(which God forbid !)ſhould be utterly xepeal'd and abro- 
gated, yet the Law of Chriſt will ſtand in full force 
againſt them, and muſt ever do fo, notwithſtanding a 
legal Toleration. For, that could not, nor did it ever pre- 
tend to clear and acquit Men that ſeparate from us, 
from the Guilr of Schiſm. And altho it rakes off the 
temporal Puniſhment, yet it ſtill leaves them to the 
Judgment of God. And therefore unleſs Men are more 
aſtaid of being condemn'd in a pecuniary Mulct, than 
of the Damnation of Hell, they will dread the falling 
into this Sin. And this is a Truth ſo neceſſary to be 
told, eſpecially under our preſent Circumſtances, that 
we dare not, for all that our Souls are worth, conceal 
and ſtifle it. For if by ſo doing we ſhould give any 
umbrage or occalion to the Sin of others, we think we 
ſhould be juſtly involy'd in their Puniſument. 
. Bur then is there no regard to be had of tender Con- 
ſciences? Where elſe is the Moderation and Temper, 
the Charity and Forbearance which the Goſpel" re- 
quires? This is the common and popular Plea, with 
which of late we have been much harangu'd ; but we 
are, I am afraid, too partial in the application of it. 
e ate apt enough to preach up Moderation to our Ru- 
lers and Governors, and to extol and magnify them 
for the exerciſe of it. ¶ And when it abates of the ri- 
our of Juſtice, without expoſing the Government it 
felt ta danger by too looſe and Adminiſtration of it, it 
doubtleſs is an Act of great Goodneſs and Prudence.) 
But wby don't we tell the People ( choſe who ſeem 
hp 4 2 


| | ( 12 ) | 
to have far the greateſt need of it; for, God be thank- 
ed, we have no cauſe to complain of the Rigour and 
Severity of Governors.) Why don't we, I ſay, tell 
the People that t bey ought to be moderate too? So mo- 
derate in the Opinion of themſelves, as to ſubmit their 
private Judgment of Diſcretion to the publick and au- 


thoritative Determination of their Superiors. Could 


we once bring them to this Temper, there wou'd be an 
end of our Diviſions. They would then think it far 
the more reaſonable for themſelves to give up their 
Scruples and Objections to their Governors, for the ſake 
of Peace and Unity, than for their Governors to part 
with tboſe Terms of Communion they are made a- 
gainſt. In a word, would we all practiſe that Modera- 


tion our ſelves, which we commend to our Governors, 


there would be no need of breaking our Conſtitution, 
or altering any part of it, for the ſake of tender Conſci- 


ences. But where are theſe tender Conſciences to be found, 


that merit this Favour and Indulgence ? If Libertines, 


Hypocrites, and ſuch as make their Gain their Godli- | 


neſs, be allowed to come under this Denomination, tis 
own'd there are Numbers of ſuch render Conſciences as 
theſe are. But if only the Meek and Peaceable, the 
Honeſt, the Good, the Virtuons have any juſt Claim 
to this Character, there are few, I fear, can make out 
their Pretenſions to it. Of 275 | 
But for thoſe that can, as they need our Chriſtian 
1981 and Compaſſion, ſo they have a juſt claim 
and title to it. For altho a real tender Conicience is, 
at beſt, but a ſickly ſtate of Mind, and is no more deſi- 
rable tlian a weak and crazy Conſtitution, yet ſo much 
the more does it want and deſerve it, as the ill ſtate of 
the lind is of worſe Conſequence than the il} ſtate of 
the Body, and generally more hard to be curd. 
And tho I will not pretend to ſay what Right or 


Prudence there may be in Governments, to provide 
for the Eaſe of thoſe: that labour under this unhappy 


ſtate; yer I declate for my ſelf, could I meet with 55 
Wo | ho 
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who truly labour'd under Doubts and Scruples, which 
he was not yet able to get over, but in the mean time 
behave himſelf in other things as an honeft and peace- 
able Man, and a good Chriltiati ;'T would ſhew him 
Marks of Friendſhip and Eſteem, I would pity and 
commiſerate him, 1 love him, I would ſerve 


him, I would pray for him, I would do my utmoſt to 


reſtore and recover him, and I would think ir my 
Happineſs in being an Inſtrument of convincing of him 
and converting him from the Error of his Way. 
And thus I have conſidered that other Virtue of Uni. 
z, which, in order to our worthy walking as Chris 
ſtians, the Apoſtle recommends in theſe Words at v. 3. 
Endeavouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond 
Peace. fn | e 
Yn what is Unity without Piety, or Peace without 
Holyneſs? What is the Chriſtian Name without Chri- 
ſtian Practice? And what will it avail us to have the 
Style and Character of Good Churchmen, if we do not 
lead good Lives? Let me therefore, by all thats dear 
unto you, for the Love of God, for the Honour of Re- 
ligion, and for the ſake of your eternal Welfare, ex- 
hort and beſeech you to teſtify your Obedience and 
Affection to the Church by a uniform Practice of Vir- 
tue and Piety. I ſhall briefly urge this upon you fron 
theſe Conſiderations. | | 
hip 6 Conſider the excellency of her Conſtitution, 
and the peculiar Advantages and Felicities you enjoy 
by living in her Boſom and Communion. You have 
here the beſt Means of Edification, it is bur therefore in 
may expected from you, that you ſhould be the beſt 
en. I need not prove to you this by an Induction of 
Particulars. You are already, I muſt preſume, fully 
ſatisfied that the Conſtitution of our Church, in all its 
Parts, its Doctrine, Diſcipline, Rules of Life, and 
Forms of Devotion is admirably fitted to ſerve the 
Ends of true Religion, and to enforce and encourage 
all the real and ſubſtantial Duties of it; as a 
; Y : r U 
* . 


22 


C14 5 
ſubſtance the ſame, which in * KITE times, bred | © 
upthe beſt, the holiſt Men that ever were known in the þ 
World. And as bad as the World is now grown, the 


ſhews-in her Communion many ſingular Ornaments of a 

of Virtue and Piety; and one, perhaps, as bright and / 

4 as ever ſuin d in any part of the Chriſtian I [© 
urcn. 5 DIGOY 1 m1 401 vs 9807; | 

I ſhall not need to enlarge on theſe Advantages of ſpi- : 

ritual Edification, which you here ſo plentifully enjoy - 


in the Communion of the Church, not to infer for you 
the mighty obligations you hrve from hence, to excel 
in the Practice ot all Virtue. But you will pardon, I 
hope, the ſceming breach of the Rules of Modeſty, if 
I mind you of another Advantage you reap from being 
in the — of it, I mean, in the Ability and 
Faithful neſs of your Guides, Thoſe who are over you in 
the Lord, who watch, for your Souls, and are themſelves your 
Servants for Teſus ſake. Iam ſorry there is occaſjon for | 
mentioning this; but the foul Aſperſions which are fo 
freely caſt upon the whole Order, for the Faults of a few; 
oblige us to ſay this of our ſelves, and we appeal to all 
— 4 Men fox the truth of it, and dare boldly 
challenge all the Churches in the Chriſtian World to 
ſhew a more learned and pious Clergy than that which 
adorns the Church of England at this time. 
Secondly, Conſider the unhappy. Circumſtances we 
are under, both as to Religion in general, and the 
Church in particular; and this will be a further En- 
gagement upon us in tbeſe evil days to walk circumſpettly, 
an to affirm the truth and excellency of our Principles 
by the holineſs of our Lives ; ith well-doing putting to 
ſilence the Ignorance of fooliſh Men; and ſhining like Lights 
in the World, in the midſt of @ crooked and perverſe Gene- 
ration. | : "Th; 
If we take a Proſpect of Religion in general, we 
ſhall find it much decay'd and corrupted, not only in 
Practice but Principles. There is not one Article of 
our holy Faith ( that Faith which has lived and — | 
Fl 
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riſhed for ſuch a ſucceſſion of Ages) which the Free- 
thinkers of the preſent Age have not induſtriouſly la- 


boured to oyerthrow ; nay, they have laid the Ax to 


the Root of Chriſtianity, and charg d the whole Inſti- 
tution of our Saviour wich Prieſt- Craft and Impoſture. 
And vrhen theſe Men, in a Chriſtian Community, are 


careſt and patroniz d, one would think Religion was 


ſunk to a very low ebb, was fallen into its declining 


State, and that the Liſe and Spirit of Ancient Chriſti- 
anity was almoſt extinguiſh'd and worn out. 


If we view the preſent State of the Church, it can- 
not but be obſery'd, that ſhe wants of that Support and 
Countenance, which ſhe formerly had, in the exerciſe 
of her ſpiritual Juriſdiction; that from hence her Ene- 


mies have taken a greater liberty to inſult her, iuſiſt 


upon higher Terms with her, and have the confidence 

to own, they are not now pleading for an Accommo- 
dation, but contending for Victory; that moreover, 
they have acquired a further acceſſion of Strength and 


Intereſt from that Party of Atheifts and Libertines, that 


have joyned them, and thoſe Deſerters of our own that 
have gone over to them; that, in fine, they have, by 
a ſtretch of their Conſciences, poſſeſs ſt themſelves of 
ſome advantageous Poſts, from. whence they may have 


further Opportunities of annoying us. 
In this critical Conjuncture, the beſt Service we can 
do our Religion, is to give the World living Proofs of 


the truch and excellency of it, and ro defend and adorn 
it with good Practice. For an Examplary Practice of 
Virtue and Piety will always haye its weight to ſtop 
the Mouths of Gainſayers, and to conciliate the Opi- 
nions and Affections of Men to us. It will moreover 
entitle us to the Bleſſing and Protection of God, and to 
all thoſe good and gratious Promiſes he has made to his 
Church; which is a far better Security, than any we 
can hope to obtain by the fineſt Projects of worldly 
Wiſdom, and which in the worſt of times, will be a 
laſting Comfort and Support. 
| Thirdly, 
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Sion upon you, and to engage you to excel in it. You 


improve it to his further Service, being fruitful in every 
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-nother Conſideration to enforce the Practice of Reli- 
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art here met to commemorate the peculiar Bleſſings 
and Advantages you have had in a bberal Education. 
Now as this has raisd you far above the common Level 
in ſo many parts of uſeful vo hips. © ls it you ſhould 
riſe to a proportionable height in the Practice of Vir- 
tue. For when Learning advances true Piety in us, 
and the Scholar improves the Chriſtian, then it is that 
ve make the beſt and nobleſt uſe of it. 
Religion indeed is the fruit and reſult of thoſe na- 
tural Notions which God has implanted in our Minds, 
ſo that every Man who freely uſes his 'own: Reaſon; 
may be able to form Concluſions from thence ſufficient 
to convince him of the neceſſity of Religion, and to 
direct him in the ptactiee of it. But this alone is not 
- your Cafe. You, God be thanked, have had theſe No- 
tions 'ctiltivated and improved by good Literature: 
Vou are therefore obliged in a double capacity, as 
Scholars as well as Men, to diſtinguiſh your ſelves by 


an enemplary Practice of Virtue and Piety; for 10 
-whomſoever much is given, of bim ſhall much be requirad. 


This Talent which God has intruſted you with, he 
will expect that you ſhould give an account of, that 
you ſhould employ it to a good uſe, and that you ſhould 


* 8 / . ' 
good Work, and perfecting Holineſs in his Fear. 17 211 
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